20241103 Hebrews 6:13-7:28 – JESUS OUR ROCK

[image: ]Last week, we examined the writer's exhortation to the audience to “keep on keeping on” in their faith in Jesus. He praised their good works as believers and assured them that God would not forget them. He now ends his pericope (a literary parenthetical) and moves back to the subject of Abraham, Melchizedek, and God's eternal promises. 

God’s Infallible Purpose in Christ
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6:13-20, NKJV).

I could preach on the subjects in this set of verses for weeks. The overall theme here is that the promises of God never fail. God keeps His promises. In verse 13, God made certain promises, and unlike mere mortals who make promises and must swear to them by a higher power, by God, God had no one higher than Himself, so His promises just ARE what they are. God made unilateral promises to Abraham, saying in verse 14 that He would bless Abraham and multiply him. Interestingly, as we have often experienced and have studied together, the promises of God are often not fulfilled quickly. You’ll remember when we studied Genesis (before we took a break from that study), that we saw that Abraham got into big trouble when he doubted the promises of God and felt like he needed to “help God out.” But in time, Abraham “patiently endured,” and he did indeed obtain the promise (verse 15).

It reminds each of us that much of the Christian life is about patiently waiting. Remember where the word “patient” comes from. It is from the Greek word for suffering (pathos). The old English word for patience is “long-suffering.” It does indeed take a great deal of patience to suffer for a period, awaiting the promises of God. When we do, in time we will receive the promise. Verse 16 tells us that men swear by someone greater than themselves when they want to give assurances that what they are saying is true. That’s what they do in a court room. They “swear to tell the truth and nothing but the truth so help me God.” That seals the fact that what they’re saying is true. They are swearing by a higher power.

V. 17 God wanted to prove to the heirs of His promises that His promises were true. He did this by clearly stating what He was promising, and that His promise was true. He made a solemn oath saying that His promises were true. God does not change (James 1:17). When He says something, it is settled even though it might be a long while awaiting the fulfillment of the promises.

V.18 So the bottom line truly is that God CANNOT lie when He says anything, and He gives assurance of the promise with an oath by the fact that He cannot lie. I remember doing the wedding of an unbeliever, and I told him that if I were to officiate his wedding, I would not allow him to swear by God because he didn’t believe in God. So I had him say something like, “I promise my faithfulness to you by my solemn word and it is my bond.”  These truths of God give us great comfort and assurance when we are in the midst of the battles and the storms of life and need a way out. We can run to him for safety. His promises are like a wonderful anchor when the ships of our lives are on stormy seas. I love the song “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand.” Here are some of the lyrics that exactly point to the truths in this verse.

His oath, His covenant, His blood
Support me in the whelming flood
When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay
On Christ the solid rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Edward Mote (1797-1874) ] 


[image: ]These words give us something solid to which we can fasten ourselves. Life is rough. Life is tough. His promises are sometimes the only anchor we can throw out. Did you know that the word anchor comes from a Greek word meaning “curved device?” But you know an anchor doesn’t do a drifting boat much good if there’s nothing solid unto which the anchor can take hold. I know on my own pond my old John boat will blow all over the place if the wind is blowing and I’m trying to set the anchor in soft mud. The anchor we have is hope in God, and praise God that anchor is set in a “solid rock:” Jesus. “On Christ the solid rock I stand all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.” Verse 19 tells us that the anchor we have “goes behind the veil” of the Temple, for Jesus has entered into that Holy of Holies and has made a way for you and me (verse 20). He is our High Priest. He is a High Priest not only like Melchizedek but much GREATER than Melchizedek.

King David wrote much about God being the “ROCK” in our lives. Here are just a few of those verses:

· Psalm 18:2a-b: The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
    my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, (ESV)
· Psalm 28:1: To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. (ESV)

· Psalm 95:1: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! (ESV)

· Psalm 71:3 Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. (ESV) (Jesus was clear that to build the foundations of our lives on anything other than Him is foolishness.)

[image: ]24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27, NKJV).

So dear friend,  I have two questions for you today: 1) “IS YOUR LIFE BUILT ON JESUS?” and 2) ARE YOU TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD?

 Let’s now continue on into Chapter 7.

7 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually. (Hebrews 7:1-3, NKJV).

The writer then summarizes the encounter between Abraham and Melchizedek which we find in Genesis.  18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all. (Genesis 14:18-12, NKJV).

The encounter has a bit of mystery within it. For example, we know that at this time the Jebusites were still in Jerusalem. They were pagans, and yet there was this priest “of God most High” with the title of “King of Righteousness” ruling there in Jerusalem with these pagans. That’s just another thing we can chalk up to the “mysteries of God.” The writer’s point is that there was this God ordained priesthood that pre-dated Judaism which must have “trumped” the importance of the Levitical priests who would come centuries later. 

I used to suppose and teach that somehow Melchizedek was a Christophony, but having become more familiar with the text of Hebrews, I don’t think that he was. This mystery sentence of him being “without father, without mother, without geneology, having neither beginning of days or end of life” leaves us scratching our heads. I think this most likely simply means that he was a person without a “notable genealogy.” There is a term in Hebrew used sort of in that way, and the word is toledot, meaning something like “family history.” Melchizedek had no “family history.” 

Some commentators point out that the book of Genesis is structured around ten uses of the word toledoth, roughly meaning “generations.” It means something like “begotten things.” I think the writer is just saying Melchizedek is not a person for whom we have information surrounding his parentage, his forefathers, or his descendants. Verse three does, however, throw the curve ball of saying that he has neither “beginning of days nor end of life.” The writers of the Bible Knowledge Commentary[footnoteRef:2] offer the idea of Melchizeded being an angelic being. Let’s not get caught up in a bunch of speculation. I just mentioned that because there is evidence that in Qumran Melchizedek was regarded as possibly an angelic personage. [2:  Roy B. Zook and John Walford, Bible Knowledge Commentary, ISBN:9780896938007, 089693800X, Published 2002] 


4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. 5 And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6 but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. (Hebrews 6:4-10, NKJV).

[image: ]Vv. 4-8 The writer points out that Melchizedek was so great that even Abraham gave him a tithe of his spoils of war. He goes on to say that the law required support for those priests who came from the descendants of Abraham, and yet in that instance recorded in Genesis 14, Abraham himself offered a tithe to a person who was not a Levite. In fact, he was a priest centuries before the Levitical priesthood existed. The point is that this Priesthood of Melchizedek is superior over anything regarding the Levitical priests who all had to be descendants of Aaron. 

Vv.9-10 The writer finalizes the thought by pointing out that even “Levi,” who was at this point only potentially existent in the “loins of Abraham” (in his DNA, or as my dad would have said “just a gleam in his father’s eye”), and Abraham were giving tithes to this priest Melchizedek.

I understand that this whole argument is very repetitive to our Gentile ears, but the writer’s audience is to Jews unto whom he is further trying to convince of the validity of Jesus. So, let’s just read the text and I’ll comment a little to clarify as the text speaks for itself. I wont draw much from these passages for us because we are very comfortable with the idea that Jesus is our High Priest. For the reasons just stated, the writer felt he had some convincing to do with his Jewish audience. Let’s read on to the end of seven.

Need for a New Priesthood

11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? [This priest now came along to clear things up because He is of this order of Melchizedek.] 12 For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. [It’s a priesthood not based on his human parentage but rather on a priesthood that was declared eternal.] 13 For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the altar. [Jesus was not from the Tribe of Levi.]

14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest 16 who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an endless life. [Jesus in fact was of the Tribe of Judah that wasn’t spoken of by Moses as having anything to do with priesthood. Hence, you see that this isn’t a priesthood coming out of human lineage, but rather through an eternal truth as seen in the following prophecy as spoken by the poet King David.]

 17 For He testifies: “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” [Psalm 110:4] [Doesn’t this make you wonder what David was thinking when he wrote this down. He probably couldn’t make heads or tails of what the Holy Spirit was impressing him to say.]
18 For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. [So, this special priesthood does away with that former Levitical necessity because of its shortcomings. But we have a new and better hope through whom we can draw near to God.] 

20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath 21 (for they have become priests without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him: “The Lord has sworn and will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek’ ”), 22 by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant. 23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. [And since Jesus is now without death, His priesthood will continue on forever. It wasn’t that way with the human priests.]

26 For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever. (Hebrews 7:11-28, NKJV with author’s comments in brackets).

Now we have this wonderful Holy High Priest who doesn’t have to go offer sins for Himself because He offered Himself up for each and every one of us. Those guys who were priests before had human faults and failings. But Jesus came in the fullness of time AFTER the Levitical law and He is the perfect priest forever. He’s your mediator. He’s my mediator!

Paul summed it all up so well when he said, “He that knew no sin was made sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21 Pastor’s paraphrase). Jesus is there calling out to each of us saying, “come unto me all ye that are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”   He is telling us that HE IS THE ROCK UPON WHOM WE CAN BUILD OUR LIVES.   He is the answer to our question. He is the fulfillment of God’s promises to us. He is our water when we are thirsty, and our food when we are hungry. He is our shelter when the high winds of life come our way. And when we encounter the terrific storms of our lives, and we find ourselves out on the perilous waves of life, He is the rock unto which we can set our anchors. He is the anchor of our souls. In Him, we will hold fast. In Him is our hope and strength.

Let us pray.
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