20241124 Hebrews 10:19-31 - DON’T LET GO

Hold Fast Your Confession

Last Wednesday night we had a great Thankgiving Service and we looked at the well-known passage in Philippians 4:6-8. We saw that becoming “anxious” is a human trait. We get anxious about a whole lot of things, but Paul gives the Philippian church advice which we summarized as follows. Victory over anxiety comes when we: (1) LOOK UP, (2) LOOK AROUND, and (3) LOOK AHEAD. We are able to have this kind of intimate prayer life precisely because Jesus went to the cross and broke the “sin barrier” between God and mankind. The writer of Hebrews continues telling his readers that it is the blood of Jesus that permits us to come boldly to the throne of grace, and we can find help from God in our time of need. He tells this group that was suffering that they must HOLD ON and NOT LET GO. The message to each of us today is that if we “keep on keeping on” there is a reward for us not only while we’re here but in our life to come. Join me now in Hebrews chapter 10 starting at verse 19.

The Full Assurance of Faith

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:19-25, ESV).

Summary
What we have just read is referencing what went before. We have gone through ten and a half very difficult chapters. We started off looking at the superiority of Jesus as Messiah (chapters 1-4). He is superior to the angels. He is superior to the prophets. He is superior to Moses. He is superior to Joshua. Next, the writer spoke about the superiority of Jesus as a High Priest (chapters 5-7). This brought us up into chapters 8-10:18. This is what we’ve been going over for the last few weeks. This showed us that Jesus ministers in a superior way and in a superior sanctuary. 

Last week we talked about the veil in the Temple that was torn asunder symbolizing and establishing the New Covenant of grace through which we can boldly go to the throne of grace finding help in our time of need. This included the superior offering of Jesus Himself as our once and final offering or sacrifice. As Jesus proclaimed from the cross “tetelestai,” He was saying that His full and final work at the cross was complete. All sin for all times has been paid for.

V.19     THEREFORE IN LIGHT OF ALL OF THAT… we can have boldness and confidence because of the blood of Jesus. We can come to Him not in our own righteousness but based on His love for each of us and what He has done for us. It is His blood and His blood alone that is the mechanism by which we can come boldly before the God of the universe. That is not only an AWESOME THOUGHT but it is also an AWESOME REALITY. That’s how we handle our fears and anxieties. We can come before God boldly with the assurance that through the blood of Jesus, He can be approached.

Vv.20-21     This is a whole new way, because we are walking through that veil which beforehand was closed. Now He is accessible to each of us when we partake in His salvation by grace through our faith that is exercised in Him.  He is our perfect High Priest.

Vv.22-23     We can come before Him with total assurance. Then in verse 23 he tells us not to waiver. Why would he say this? BECAUSE YOU AND I ARE VERY PRONE TO LOSE HEART AND WAIVER. In a heartbeat we can move from trusting and obeying to fear and disobedience. There is NO ROOM FOR FEAR IN THE HEART OF A BELIEVER. He has cleansed us inside and out and we can have a clear conscience before God. Aren’t you glad that God doesn’t keep a record of all of our sin and rebellion? 
	Because of these sweet promises of the Lord we can be confident. The author is urging his Jewish audience and us, DO NOT WAIVER. DON’T LOSE YOUR GRIP. DO NOT FALTER lest you fail. So, you can repent of fear and have a new walk today.  Let’s not waiver. Let’s not falter. Let’s hold fast to Him and Him alone. Let’s renew our faith in Him.  

V.24     The author tells us that we should “think on” how we can motivate each other to be our best. You know, it is easy to tear people down, but it is hard to see the best in people, and to encourage them. The author is saying, “Let’s try to bring out the very best in each other.” Part of that includes giving words of praise for good attributes. We spent about fifteen minutes last week in the Young Adults’ class going around the circle with each person telling one another what were the greatest attributes that we each see in each other. THAT’S what this is talking about. Look for good in others and encourage that good. Don’t criticize and point out each other’s faults.

V.25     The writer is pointing out that some of these Judean believers were disassociating themselves from other believers. They had stopped “gathering together.”  They were hiding their association with other Christians or even abandoning their faith, and moving back out among the non-believing Jews. The author will go on to say that doing this has bad consequences. He warns them that they will pay for this. There will be a price to pay for walking away. The price that they will pay is that they too will be caught up in the destruction that is coming to Jerusalem in 70 AD. I don’t think this warning is exclusively for those readers. I think we too are warned concerning our own habits of gathering together with other believers.

I remember when Covid came in those first months of 2020, we chose to close the church for about 6 weeks. I just wasn’t sure what we were dealing with. After that time, with thought and prayer, we just decided to do what God’s Word tells us to do; to assemble together. But even during those six weeks we tried to gather as we could. We gathered together electronically with podcasts. Now that certainly isn’t the same as gathering together physically, but we were doing what we could do.  Interestingly, at that time, God had placed someone in this church that knew exactly how to set all of that up, and we have built on that and now are able to record and broadcast the whole service. 

There is no long-term substitute for physically gathering together.  This is because WE NEED ONE ANOTHER. Humans need one another for several different reasons. Part of the dynamics of being the Church is that we have to meet with other people in person. I think this is because when we gather with others we rub against one another, and God uses that friction to conform us into the image of Christ. Some stop associating with other believers because frankly they just can’t get along with other people. They want to be comfortable and never be challenged by the frictions that come with associating with other people. This sometimes happens because they are so inflexible and entrenched in their opinions that they just can’t stand to hear an opinion that runs counter to their own. This is dangerous because sometimes God uses others to knock the pieces off of us that just don’t want to behave in a Christlike manner. 

When you come to assemble, you are not here to just see what you can “get out of it.” You are here to give into it. Being part of the church (voting members and those who attend) is indeed taking, but it also involves giving. So, what are you doing in here to encourage others? If you are not pouring yourself into others, then it might just be “all about you.” That’s a scary thought.  There are people in here today that need YOUR encouragement. And one of the things that we can do is to exhort (challenge) each other to “keep on keeping on.” Stop judging others. Start encouraging others. Be an encourager not a discourager. The author reminds us that as we do this we can realize that every day that goes by is just one day closer to His coming! Hallelujah! 

26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? (Hebrews 10:26-29, ESV).

These verses must be looked at in the complete context in which they are written. With some verses, frankly, you don’t need context. Anything relating to God and His attributes seldom needs context. Those proclamations are always true. For example, when you read “God is love” it means “God is love.” This verse can be a little trickier than that and has been interpreted in all kinds of ways. This is another verse will be misunderstood if it is taken outside of its context. Let’s look back and remember the theme of the book of Hebrews. It was written to Jewish Christians who were contemplating walking away from their faith as they were being pressured by their fellow Jews. The book is filled with warnings that they must not do this. To do so would bring about their destruction along with those who would soon perish in what became the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

These verses seem to be describing how a person can lose his or her salvation. “Transgressions” are mentioned. So, what exactly is a “transgression?” A transgression is a willful sin done while knowing that you are breaking a boundary. It is deliberate.This is when you know that you are doing what is wrong, but you do it anyway. That is a transgression. So, on its face, the verse looks like if you commit a transgression, then you can lose the benefits of Jesus’ sacrifice for sins. In other words, you can lose your salvation. However, this runs counter to what we see in so much of scripture.

As you look at the Bible in its entirety, there are many instances of people sinning egregiously and then repenting and coming back to the Lord. Many reading or hearing this sermon have done just that! Hence, we know that this can’t be what this is talking about. This is addressed specifically in the following verse.

6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, (Exodus 34:6-7a, ESV).

So what is going on here? I turned to Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum’s commentary on Hebrews to find out what a Christian Jewish scholar had to say about this. He says that the interpretation is quite simple. Remember that Hebrews is a book of warnings to Christian Jews in Judea who were flirting with going back to Judaism. The writer is saying that in abandoning their faith they will be caught up in the destruction that is to come. He is speaking of their physical destruction. He contends that the matter is their physical destruction, not their spiritual destruction.

The author says that when a person turns their back on what they have believed, they have in effect: (1)  trampled underfoot the Son of God, (2) have  profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and (3) have outraged the Spirit of grace. 

This not just a verse about sinning. The author is talking about these Jews making a determined decision to move away from the faith that they once grasped. According to Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum, this is the threat of the physical judgment that these believers will go through in 70 AD if they don’t hold fast to the faith in the present. That judgment is proclaimed in verse 30 that follows.

 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:30-31, ESV).

He is reminding believers that if they reject the sacrifice of Jesus, then they will stand condemned before the law. The law provides nothing for them. There is a judgment coming upon the world. God will judge sin. He must judge sin. For we who are in Christ, the judgment is over and done.

The author now recalls all the difficulties that this group has been going through on account of their faith.

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. (Hebrews 10:32-34, ESV).

And if you weren’t going through the hardships, then you were compassionate to those who had been imprisoned. You put up with it because you knew you had a “better possession” than the things you just merely owned.

 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. 37 For,
“Yet a little while,
    and the coming one will come and will not delay;
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith,
    and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”
39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls. (Hebrews 10:35-39, ESV).

Here is the exhortation. He is telling them to not throw in the towel. He is begging them not to abandon their faith. He is telling them that in remaining faithful they will have a great reward. It takes endurance to to keep on keeping on. It takes faith to keep on keeping on. Throughout the ages believers have looked forward to Jesus’ return. Scripture echoes again and again:

JESUS IS RETURNING AND IT IS IMMINENT – knowing this should alter the way we live.
THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE BY FAITH – we are called to walk by faith and not by sight (Proverbs 3:5-6).
IF THEY (OR WE) SHRINK BACK IT DOESN’T PLEASE GOD – without faith it is impossible to please God.

We are so weak. That’s just part of our human condition. We all need to hear over and over to hold fast our faith in God. We will need to hear this from today until the last day of our lives. That’s just how weak we are. The righteous shall live by faith. We ARE the righteous. If we do not shrink back, we are those described here who hang on to their faith and in doing so, we “preserve our souls.”

Summary:

Much of the Christian life is enduring the things we go through in this life with patience. We each experience suffering. I speak about this a lot because I now endure more physical suffering than I did as a youth. I don’t have the financial, family, marital, and the business worries that I had as a young man.

BUT, I have new challenges that I never dreamed of. I don’t want to recount them all to you this morning lest it would sound like I’m having a pity party. I don’t want folks to feel sorry for me. That’s narcissistic and pathetic.  But the struggle of older age is real. I want to remind the older folks in this crowd that God was faithful to take us through the struggles of our youth, and He is faithful to take us through the challenges and struggles of older age.

On Wednesday, I gave a word about thanksgiving. I’d like to repeat a little of that this morning to close up. Feast on these verses. Let them encourage you to keep the faith.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.
5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
 (Philippians 4:4-8, KJV).

31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. (Isa 40:31 KJV)

21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.
22 It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
24 The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.
25 The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.
26 It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. (Lamentations 3:21-26, KJV).

Let us pray.
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Hebews 10 – Paraphrased by Faber McMullen

DON’T LET GO.


19-21 So, brothers and sisters we can now—without fear but with total bold confidence —we can walk directly  up to the presence of God and into the Holiest of Holy places.  We do this not in our own confidence or in ANYTHING that any of us has done. Jesus tore the barrier in two. There used to be a veil that separated us from God but it is GONE!  by the blood of his sacrifice, acting as our priest before God. The “curtain” into God’s presence is Jesus’ own body that was broken for each of us. We can stand before God with a clean conscience and not plagued by doubts or fears of our sin and lack of righteousness. WHY? Because stand RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD – WASHED IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB. And because of our testimony of faith in Him.

22-25 So HOLD ON – HANG ON—You don’t walk in your own strength… you don’t have to and you really aren’t able to do so. Know that He’s got a grip on you SO GET A GRIP ON HIM! GET A FIRM GRIP because His promises are something that you can take to the bank.  God is a PROMISEKEEPER. Let’s see how CREATIVE we can be in encouraging  one another. Do all things in love and help your brothers and sisters out. THEY ARE FAMILY. Don’t take advantage of them and be careful not to hurt them. 

Don’t avoid worshiping together as some do but keep pouring into others and encourage them to come together. Some people find any excuse that they can for not gathering together. We gather together because we need each other. BE CAREFUL ABOUT SAYING YOU “DIDN’T GET ANYTHING OUT OF CHURCH”… instead ask yourself, “WHAT DID I BRING TO THE TABLE? WHAT DID I PUT INTO OTHERS WHILE I WAS THERE. Do you come as a participant or do you just come as an observer. We all know that Jesus will return because He said that He would and He’s closer to coming back today than He has ever been! Listen closely… you might hear the angels warming up to blow the trumpets!

26-31 If you continue to knowingly sin and you do it in God’s face, you’re ignoring the sacrifice that Jesus made for you. When you just go your own way you denigrate and repudiate Christ’s sacrifice. And if you’re depending on your own legalism to save you, remember that your works however good they are, if they are done in the flesh… they are wood, hay, and stubble. If you rely on the law, you’ll never cut the mustard. You’ll come up short.

In 29 -30 Diatribe about how walking away now will result in physical destruction.

If you realize for a minute how lost you’d be under the law of Moses just imagine if you trample Jesus underfoot you make cheap the New Covenant that was made holy by His blood. God will not give you a pass on this. You’re going to pay. He tells us in His word.

 “Vengeance is mine, and I will give people what they deserve ” “God will judge his people.” It’s hard to think of anything any worse than that. 

32-39 Remember those early days after you first saw the light? You went through all kinds of hardships. People laughed at you and ridiculed you. They said you were a Jesus Freak.  Sometimes you were mocked and other times it was your friends. You’ve been through it all and so have they. Some of you have even been jailed (like close friends of ours), don’t be the kinds of friends who tuck and dodge when your own friends come under attack. Be prepared to suffer financially. People will use you and take what is yours. Some of you have already lost much. It’s okay. Don’t fret over it. If they use you financially realize that you are amassing treasure in heaven.  

Nothing those bad guys did bothered you, nothing stopped you from being faithful so don’t throw in the towell now! Serving Jesus is a sure bet but you need to KEEP ON KEEPING ON. DON’T GIVE UP NEVER SURRENDER. 

V. 37 – 39 This present suffering is just going to be for a little while. This uncertainty and this veil of darkness that we live in. REMEMBER AND NEVER FORGET THAT THE RIGHTEOUS CANNOT LIVE BY SIGHT.  THEY ALWAYS MUST LIVE BY FAITH (READ 3 X)

God won’t have any pleasure in quitters. Keep on. Stay the course. Don’t give up. 

When we remain faithful we are not counted in the camp of quitters. We are the group who have taken hold of the ROCK  that will keep and preserve our souls.
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