20250126 Hebrews 12 pt 2 - Don’t Grow Weary!

 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Last week I gave a detailed study of what it meant to lay aside encumbrances in our life and laying aside sins that so easily entangle us. I want to start by apologizing for only getting one verse done last week. I meant to also cover verse two which you can see above. Many believers well understand the beginning of their salvation and how it will all end, with eternal life. But, they don’t have a good understanding of what will go on in the middle of it all. This is the part we call sanctification or growing in the faith. This is the part where moment by moment and day by day we submit ourselves and our will to the direction of the Holy Spirit. This is when the transformation of our minds takes place. This is the part where we hopefully become more and more like Jesus.
It is very important to realize that this is not a work which we have to do. Ours is not a “white knuckled” kind of faith. We have to “work at it” but we don’t have to “work for it.” We must put in the effort, but the true effort to get there is merely obedience to what He puts in our hearts. Jesus laid the foundation for our salvation and it is he that will perfect our salvation. I didn’t get a chance to comment on the “joy that was set before Him" as He endured the cross, despising the shame.” I think has He hung on the cross, Jesus looked into the face of each and every one of us who was to be born. He looked at each of us longingly wanting to have a relationship with each of us. That was the joy that was “set before Him.” He had his eye on you and me!
The Battle in Which We Find Ourselves
We now will move from the idea of a race to a battle. I’ve often reminded you that we’re in a battle whether we know it or not. We find ourselves in the middle of all kinds of turmoil and conflict and we somehow forget that we’re in a battle. I know that I forget this so I’m sure that you all do as well.
I read a devotional every morning called New Mercies. I read a statement this week that really seems to encapsulate what I’m trying to say. “All human beings need the rescue, forgiveness, justice, mercy, refuge, and protection that they are unable to give themselves. …..He rules over all of our moments that seem to be out of control. He sets up His kingdom in our hearts, rescuing us from all other things that would rule us.” My point is that whatever we encounter, Jesus is our only answer to have victory through the middle of that crisis or event.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  New Morning Mercies by Paul David Tripp, Crossway, Wheaton, Illinois 2014. 
] 

As we enter into this sanctification phase, we grow weary and worn. That is what the message is about today. DON’T GROW WEARY. He is there to rescue. Even in the face of suffering, don’t grow weary! We are transitioning now into the endurance needed when being in a battle. We face battle from without and battles from within.  I want to start by reminding you that we are often in a spiritual battle that we’re seldom aware of. Listen to Paul’s clarification of this in the Book of Ephesians.
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12 ESV)
Do Not Grow Weary
3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin [sinful actions] you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
Verse 3 exhorts us to not grow weary or faint-hearted. The writer of Hebrews was writing a group that were under tremendous persecution to “give up on Jesus.” We too grow weary and faint hearted. The writer points us to Jesus. He says “consider Jesus”. The older I get and the more I go through, I find that the only real comfort I can find is in Jesus. Verse three begins tell us that considering Jesus and how He suffered will help us endure, and not grow weary or fainthearted. We must remember how Jesus dealt with suffering. Whatever He had to go through it was far worse than anything in which we might find ourselves. It helps me to remember that Christ now lives in me through the presence of His Holy Spirit. That resilience that Jesus had to stand against evil now resides within me and you. We have the advantage of having Him within us. The writer tells us to remember these truths so that we might not grow weary and fainthearted. The struggle is centered in our battle against sin (verse 4). Sin is a battle, and there is a weariness for the warrior who is engaged on several fronts: the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, [Proverbs 3]
    nor be weary when reproved by him.
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
    and chastises every son whom he receives.”

The writer now switches from the them of the race to the subject of saying part of what helps us to endure is to learn the lessons that God is trying to teach us. Discipline will come because we are sons and daughters whom He loves. Our word “discipline” in English comes from the Latin verb disco, discere, didici, discus. This means “to learn”. From this word we get the English cognate: disciple – one who is actively learning from a teacher.
At this point, let me say that the discipline of the Lord doesn’t mean that God is somehow punishing us or condemning us. He allows things to come into our lives that push us and pull us to where He wants us to be. It’s not always comfortable. In fact, it’s never comfortable. 
7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
He relates that part of sonship is being corrected in the same way that a loving earthly father corrects us. I know I didn’t always get this right with my own children as I was too busy just trying to make it through life. I get a better chance to watch it worked out in the interaction between my son and his daughters. He lovingly and careful steers them in their life choices. I watch as he denies them a “treat” (some sweet or candy) and it might upset them, but he’s doing it so they will have the appetite they need to eat the food they need to stay healthy. 
It might be him denying them from watching one more video or story because he wants their minds to develop correctly so that they’ll be able to have an appetite for learning and an appetite for balance in their lives. It is so much the same way with our Father in heaven. I’ll speak more to the general idea of the “discipline” (the loving steering and correction of God in a moment).
 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?
I had a father who disciplined me also in a loving way. He did it so that I would become the best version of the best man that he knew and imagined that I could be. God does the same thing for each of us. One thing my father did was always insisted that I say “yes sir” and “no sir” to him. This wasn’t for him. IT WAS FOR ME! In disciplining me in a such a way, he taught me the importance of respecting others and realizing that I wasn’t at the center of the universe. Perhaps that helped me also to love and respect God above all. Dad had 5 rules for life and pretty much all of our conduct could be measured by those five rules. If he felt we had violated the rules he would take corrective measures and always point out which of the rules had been broken. The five rules were: 1) Respect God 2) Respect others 3) Respect yourself 4) Respect other people’s property 5) Respect your own property. It is that kind of corrective steering that God uses in our lives. 
 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good [always], that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. [that good becomes good as you and I submit to the training that God gives us.]
Dad corrected me for the short time that he was alive. And, he did it for my good. However, God does it so that I will share in His holiness forever. That means, it is part of what brings about the tranformation to Christlikeness that He desires in my life. I’d like to take a minute and summarize some truths about God’s discipline. The verse we just read includes the promise that receiving the correction and acting on it will bring about the “peaceful fruit of holiness” in our lives. 

1 The discipline of the Lord is a motivator to live in holiness. It helps us in keeping our guard against sin that so easily entangles us. Discipline is not punishment. It is correction for a purpose. It is training. It is instruction. I remember years ago when I had to travel sometimes for a month at a time, I would have every chance imaginable to break the vows of my marriage and let my life go places it could easily go. Part of what kept me from engaging in sin that would entangle me was my desire to stay out of the painful discipline of God. That is healthy respect. That’s a perfectly good motivator to do right.

I realized early on that the vows that I made and the commitment I had to my wife and family were not enough to keep me from escaping the clutches of sin. It was my awe and respect of God and my trust in Him that kept me faithful. I did not want to come under the corrective instruction of the Lord. I did not want the consequences of a failed marital relationship. I remember telling Sandy at times that it was my promises to God that were the easiest to keep because I knew that He loved me and whom the Lord loves He chastens. Frankly, I did not want to undergo chastening. Chastening is not fun.  This teaching may make some of you uncomfortable, but I can tell you that I want to be an obedient servant and not come under the discipline of the Lord. I want to be the child that listens to the parent telling him or her to stay away from the woodstove without having to get burned.

2 Not All discomfort we go through is disciplinary. I want to be very careful to communicate that not every hardship we go through is because of God’s discipline because of some wrong doing that we’ve done. We have read in the Word that the “rain falls of the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:45) Job didn’t do anything to deserve the hardship that he went through, yet he grew spiritually through remaining faithful through all of it. Yet we do find places in scripture where God’s people are disciplined when they walk in error. Pastor Larry and I had extensive conversations this week about illnesses that we go through and whether or not they are disciplinary. From passages we discussed together in the ministry of Jesus, we see that illness had another purpose. In the end, we must remember that those kinds of things beset us and befall us because of the sin of Adam. He brought those curses on mankind. He is the culprit who brought sin and disease into the world.

3 Truths about God’s Discipline: 

a. God is not a “big bear in the air” – God’s discipline is not about beating you up with a stick. Remember this word “discipline” comes from the word meaning teaching, and learning. His discipline is corrective and instructional. When going through something painful, I’ll often pray, “Father, if there is something that I’ve done that your’re trying to correct, enable me to hear it and or see it.”

b. He is a loving Father – Scripture tells us that parents have a responsibility to train their children and part of training is discipline. These verses tell us specifically that we are to “endure discipline because we’re being treated as the children that we are.” It goes on further to say that if we’re not experiencing discipline from time to time, then we’re not legitimate sons. It reminds us that we are His children. (Deuteronomy 8:5) Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. (Deuteronomy 8:5)

c. Discipline is NOT CONDEMNATION – When I keep my grandchild away from the wood stove, I am not condemning her, but rather I am saving her from future harm. When her daddy chides her for her whining, he is doing so because he loves her and doesn’t want her to grow up as someone with a victim mentality. The Bible is clear that the believer is not under ANY condemnation. “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1)
DISCIPLINE HAS TO DO WITH TRAINING AND GROWTH
CONDEMNATION HAS TO DO WITH PUNISHMENT AND GUILT.

4 Discipline is purposeful to guide us on the right path, – God’s discipline may come when we sin. It is not retributive, but corrective. God guides us by divine discipline. NOT ALL HARDSHIP THAT WE ENDURE INVOLVES DISCIPLINE. Let us remember Job. Job did nothing wrong. In fact he was righteous in his behavior and attitude in the Lord. God did however use Job’s trials as “instruction in righteousness.” 

5 Discipline is part of being a child of God. It begins when we’re born again into the family of God. As we begin to mature (sanctification), we learn the Word and begin to apply it to our lives.

12 Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O LORD,
    and whom you teach out of your law,
13 to give him rest from days of trouble,
    until a pit is dug for the wicked. (Psalm 94:12-13 ESV)

6 How does God Discipline us?  God can use all sorts of ways to discipline us. Some ways, but not all ways might include: trouble in ministry, home problems, financial problems, trouble at the workplace [my loss of Drillers Supply], loss of all kinds. Paul was sent physical ailments (his thorn in the flesh) or even death. Sometimes God just allows normal consequences of our sin to run their course. I think that’s probably the most usual way. We sin. We’re forgiven. But, we pay the consequences.

The bottom line purpose of God’s discipline is holiness and maturity in our lives. Let us close by remembering the words of James, the brother of Jesus who was the Pastor of the Church in Jerusalem.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4 ESV)

Let us pray.
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