20250216 Proverbs – Wisdom About Wealth
Part 1: MONEY, WEALTH, PROSPERITY BLESSING
Part 2 (and maybe 3) to follow: GENEROSITY, CONTENTMENT, GIVING; GREED AND COVETING 

Last week we had a wonderful introduction to the book of Proverbs. This is a book full of the wisdom of God, and it touches many different areas of our lives. The first part we’ll cover concerns our finances and money. I did a brief search online, and it reports that there are roughly 2,350 verses in the Bible dealing with money and finances.[footnoteRef:1] That’s a huge amount of information. How we interact with wealth and money is important to God. About 40% of the verses in Proverbs deal with thoughts about wealth and money. There are several main ideas concerning money. They can be summarized as follows: [1:  https://www.google.com/search?q=how+many+verses+in+the+bible+have+to+do+with+finances+and+financial+matters&oq=how+many+verses+in+the+bible+have+to+do+with+finances+and+financial+matters&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCjM0NzU0ajBqMTWoAgiwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8] 

:
· Hard work and diligence lead to prosperity: Proverbs 10:4, 13:11 
· Trusting in God brings true wealth: Proverbs 10:22 
· Avoid quick-money schemes: Proverbs 13:11 
· Planning and saving for the future is wise: Proverbs 21:20 
· The dangers of debt and being ruled by money: Proverbs 22:7 

Jesus also had a lot to say about money.  He spoke a lot about wealth because there is a connection between our spiritual lives and spiritual health and our attitudes and conduct concerning our money and our possessions. There is a tension that exists in the heart of every believer. It is a tension between feeling self-sufficient and knowing that God is the only real source of security.

I have concentrated much of my formal studies on wealth and money. My undergraduate degree from Texas A&M was in Finance in the School of Business. After my time at A&M, I left for North Carolina State University where I earned a Master’s Degree in Economics.  I appreciate those degree plans, but the truth is that no amount of study in finance and economics can give you wisdom in how to deal with these. That comes only through gaining instruction from God’s Word. When we incorporate that knowledge into our hearts, the Holy Spirit produces the wisdom we need to live as we should.

The verses in Proverbs are a bit random. By that I mean one verse will be talking about getting along with people and the very next verse might be about having words with a fool. Just bear with me, and I’ll try to pull together some basic themes and then support these with scriptures.
PART 1 - MONEY, WEALTH, PROSPERITY, AND BLESSING
Money and wealth are nothing more than “stored value.”  If you’ve produced something of value to the world around you, you’ve ended up trading your time and effort or product for money. For example, if you’ve provided a product of a service to others, you’ve been paid to do that because it had value to them when you did it. In the case of someone like Elon Musk, he has thought of something that benefitted the society around him enough that he was paid for it. He made a better electric car or was able to send something into space cheaper than society/government could collectively. That contribution has a huge value to the world around him so he was compensated to dream it up, find investors, build it, and provide it to customers. It really is sort of the same for every one of us on a smaller basis. In a real way we are all self-employed. We trade our time in some endeavor for money. It is the store of value of what we have contributed.The dollars in our pocket are the stored value of something we’ve made or a service we’ve provided for others. Or, if we were just given the money by the government, someone else did the work and got paid and it was taxed and then transferred to us. There is no free lunch. Paul tells the church in Thessalonika that “if a man doesn’t work neither should he eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 paraphrased). It is important as we start this study together for you to think through what you believe about money and wealth.

1. SETTING OVERALL FINANCIAL GOALS 
When Sandy and I married, we discussed what we desired financially out of our lives. We talked about our goals. We were from very different backgrounds so we had a lot to learn from each other. We both settled in on a verse that kind of became our guardrails to the financial part of our journey together. Here was the biblical passage we settled on.

7 Two things I request of You
(Deprive me not before I die):
8 Remove falsehood and lies far from me;
Give me neither poverty nor riches—
Feed me with the food allotted to me;
9 Lest I be full and deny You,
And say, “Who is the LORD?”
Or lest I be poor and steal,
And profane the name of my God. (Proverbs 30:7-9, NKJV).

We wanted to live truthful lives and we didn’t want to be wildly rich or desperately poor. God has been faithful to answer that prayer in our lives. We are beyond comfortable financially but we’ve never reached the point where we’ve fooled ourselves into believing that we’re secure in what we have in our possession. And, we’ve always earned enough to somehow meet our needs.  The desire of our hearts has always been to be more focused on spiritual things than on temporal things. 

As I mentioned in the announcements last week, approximately 40% of all the verses in the book of Proverbs deal with wealth. They fall into two categories: (1) right actions lead to prosperity, and (2) wrong actions lead to poverty. If you’re like us, you want to learn to do the right things. So let’s start with a basic truth.

2. IS MONEY THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL?
We need to be very careful to understand that wealth and money are not evil. Probably one of the most misquoted Bible verses is 1 Timothy 6:10. People will often say, “Money is the root of all evil.” That is not what the Bible says. It says, 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (1 Timothy 6:10, NKJV). So the question is: “what is going to be the main motivator in your life and my life?” To be successful (truly successful) our first goal in life must be to please God. This doesn’t mean that being financially secure and a faithful servant are mutually exclusive. They are not. It just means that you have to start with the first goal of serving Him to truly be a “success” by God’s definition. Jesus is clear in telling us that 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. (Matthew 6:24, NKJV).

The key question is “where is your devotion?” This is not telling us that money is evil and we’re to live lives of poverty and want. I personally think that God desires for us to be able to feed our families, provide a roof over our heads, and have a modicum of financial security. If we don’t have these basics, it becomes hard to help others. The warning of Jesus is to not let the matter of financial success get in the way of devotion to Christ. In Mark 8:36 Jesus said, “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” I would paraphrase it by saying “What does a man really accomplish if he accumulates everything and loses himself in the process?”

3. FINANCIAL SUCCESS CAN’T BUY PERMANENT SECURITY
We should never become beguiled into thinking that our financial success or savings will give us permanent security. Proverbs 23:4-5 warns us that although riches are important, they can’t be the total goal. There is no ultimate security to be found in them.

4 Do not overwork to be rich;
Because of your own understanding, cease!
5 Will you set your eyes on that which is not?
For riches certainly make themselves wings;
They fly away like an eagle toward heaven. (Proverbs 23:4-5, NKJV).

My first post-marriage financial venture was buying a margin contract on some gold bullion. I was probably in my mid 20’s. The idea was that I could merely put down about $2,500.00 and it would tie up something like $50,000.00 in gold bullion and if gold went up just a couple of dollars an ounce, I would make like $10,000.00. I think I saved for about a year, and when I had the $2500 saved up, I bought a contract and within a couple of hours I had lost my year’s savings. What does the Bible say about that? Well, we just read it. “For riches make themselves wings and they fly like an eagle toward heaven.” It was about that time that I learned a very important principle from pulling my Bible out and reading it. I began a habit of reading one proverb every day. Proverbs conveniently has thirty-one chapters so you can begin today reading whatever is the proverb for the day.

4. GET RICH QUICK SCHEMES NEVER MAKE A PERSON WEALTHY

	11 Wealth gained hastily [dishonestly- NKJV] will dwindle,
    	but whoever gathers little by little will increase it. (Proverbs 13:11, ESV with author’s notes in bracekts).

I won’t go into details of my next two financial ventures that also ended in failures, but they were centered on me thinking that I could make big money and make it quickly if I just got into the right thing. Making “quick money” is an illusion. 

5. LEARN THE VALUE OF PRUDENCE, PLANNING, AND SAVING

Proverbs discusses “prudence” a lot. So what does it mean to have prudence? My dad used to tell me that prudence means learning to think through the results of your thoughts and actions before doing them. I learned that the belief of getting a windfall of money or hitting it big was a fool’s game. God’s word clearly states: “whoever gathers little by little will increase it.” Building wealth requires slow, steady, methodical thinking and action. I figured the best place to slowly build wealth was to buy a home. When we first got married, Sandy’s Uncle Arden told us: “for your first five years married don’t buy anything unless you can wear it, eat it, or live in it.”

Our next venture was a win. Sandy and I took another year’s savings of $2,500 and we put it down on our first house. The total price of the house was $62,500.00. It was at 4221 Byron Street in West University Place. We did something very smart by accident. We bought a run down old house in the poorest end of a very desired neighborhood. Sandy looked at our mortgage papers and she informed me that our 12% loan would end up costing us over $250,000.00 over the life-time of the loan. She wasn’t happy about that. By now I knew the proverb that said, “the borrower is slave to the lender.” But I discussed this with people wiser than me and they taught me that borrowing money for a real asset that is increasing in value can be a smart thing. Borrowing money for a decreasing asset like an automobile is always a losing proposition.

We scraped and sacrificed to keep that house. She worked as a secretary at a little Baptist church in Spring Branch, and I went to work for an Arab trading company, starting out at $1,000.00/month. Our house payment was almost one-half of all of our income. We were finally doing things God’s way. We both already knew how to live on air, and now we were beginning to save and accumulate an estate.

6. LEARN TO SPEND LESS THAN YOU EARN – “DON’T EAT YOUR CHILDREN”

What does this mean? It means that a wise person stores up things of value. He or she saves. A wise person is frugal. They do not consume everything that they make. THAT IS A GREAT SECRET THAT MOST AMERICANS NEVER UNDERSTAND. If you can make a decent wage, and if you can discipline yourself to not consume it all, over time you will accumulate great wealth and you will acquire wisdom to know how to invest it wisely. I know this is difficult if you’re not making enough to survive or you’re making just enough to keep your head above water. The key is to get yourself into a position where you are stable and then as your income increases, don’t raise your standard of living. This is a biblical way to live.

20 There is desirable treasure,
And oil in the dwelling of the wise,
But a foolish man squanders it. (Proverbs 21:20, NKJV).

“A wise man saves for the future, but a foolish man spends whatever he gets.” (Proverbs 21:20, TLB).

You have to learn to deny yourself instant gratification. Sandy and I summarized this mindset by saying: “don’t sacrifice tomorrow on the altar of today.”

F. SURRENDER YOUR DESIRE TO MAKE ENOUGH TO BE SECURE TO GOD

As I struggled to figure out how to get ahead, I began to realize that NO AMOUNT OF EFFORT ON MY OWN would bring about the wealth that I desired. The ability to make money is one thing. I learned that growing financially secure not only requires getting yourself into a position to consistently make a moderate amount of money (a good job or source of income), but it takes a certain amount of wisdom to learn how to keep the wealth that you make. You need God’s wisdom for any of this to work. Start by confessing to God the reality that nothing can happen unless He blesses it.
18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, (Deuteronomy 8:18a, NKJV).
MONEY, WEALTH, PROSPERITY, AND BLESSING (A Summary)
1. A wise person saves for the future. They do not consume all that they make. Pay yourself and pay the Lord (Proverbs 21:20).
2. Wealth that is earned over time will grow and grow. There are no get rich quick schemes. Money is made over time, and wisdom to handle that wealth will grow as the wealth grows (Proverbs 13:11).
3. All abilities that you and I have to create wealth and accumulate wealth come from the Lord. It is only through Him that wealth is produced. (Deuteronomy 8:18)
4. The blessing of the Lord brings worry free wealth. 
22 The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it. (Proverbs 10:22, NKJV).
5. Diligent hands bring wealth (Proverbs 10:4). What is diligence? It is careful and persistent work or effort.  Notice that this does not say that “busy hands bring wealth.” You can be very very busy and be going broke moment by moment. Diligent hands are hands that work on productive tasks. Figure out your core compentency and do it. Don’t do things just because you are able to do them. That is a giant trap and it is not diligent work. 
6. Pursue righteousness and find prosperity. What is prosperity? 
21 He who follows righteousness and mercy
Finds life, righteousness, and honor. (Proverbs 21:21, NKJV).
7. Talk is cheap. You’ve got to put some well-directed effort into things to make them productive. If you try to do it all, you will not prosper (Sal Frusco & Tús Maith).
23 In all labor there is profit,
But idle chatter leads only to poverty. (Proverbs 14:23, NKJV).
8. The way God’s economy works, the generous will be blessed. 
9 He who has a generous eye will be blessed,
For he gives of his bread to the poor. (Proverbs 22:9, NKJV).
Blessing isn’t always defined by money in your bank account.
9. WISDOM is required for lasting wealth and prosperity. 
18 Riches and honor are with me,
    enduring wealth and righteousness. (Proverbs 8:18, ESV).
10.   Trusting God leads to prosperity (Proverbs 30:8-9).
11.   Honor God with the first fruits of your wealth. Don’t consume it all on yourself.                  “Honor the Lord with your wealth and your barns will be filled.” (Proverbs 3:9-10, author’s paraphrase).
12.   Keep your priorities straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6
Last week Dr. House gave a great introduction to the book of Proverbs. He said that his life verse is Proverbs 3:5-6. As I’ve thought about it this week, I have realized that this verse is also my life verse. This is the verse that I put in every Bible that we give away here at the Grove. Why? Because it is pure complete Godly wisdom. I challenge you today to make this your life verse as we discover more and more of what God says is required to live the right way.

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6, NKJV).

Let us pray.
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