20250309 Proverbs – Social & Relational Wisdom
As I spoke last week, I said that Proverbs is a book about relationships. It is about God’s perspective on our relationships with other people, with ourselves, and in relation to our own morals. It’s about our relationship with our wealth and with the society around us. We are so blessed to have a manual of the wisdom of God which instructs us not only on how we must behave to have a blessed life, but also on how our lives will not be blessed if they are in a wrong relationship with the things I’ve just listed.
So what is the problem? Why can’t we seem to get it right? How do things get out of whack concerning these relationships? Let’s go back to an old topic. Inside of the psyche and heart of every man and woman are three basic needs: (1) the need to be loved and accepted, (2) the need to have value and worth, and (3) the need to “fit in” or have an identity. These are God given needs within every human being, and they can only truly be met in a right relationship with God. Anytime we try to meet those needs through a person or a possession, it ALWAYS ends in frustration and conflict. Why is this? Because the desires of the flesh are at war with the things of the Spirit.
Let me give an example. I have within me the need to be loved and accepted. If I look to my wife to fill that need totally, it will end with both of us or one of us being frustrated and with conflict between us. If I look to others to give me the value and worth that I crave (call that the need for recognition by others) it will always end in me being frustrated and in conflict with others around me. Proverbs is FULL of advice on how NOT TO MEET THOSE NEEDS THROUGH SELF. You will find that this tension is laid out by Paul the apostle in Galatians 5. He contrasts how the flesh operates within us (deeds of the flesh) with the “fruit of the Spirit” which is evidenced in our lives when we are submitted to the Lordship of Jesus and through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit as it operates within us to transform our minds and make us more like Jesus. That is sometimes called our “Christlikeness.”  Hear the words of Paul.
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who [k]belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. (Galatians 5:16-26, NASB 1995).
This morning, we’ll look at some of God’s words of wisdom in how we deal with others. Let’s back up now and put the pieces together that we learn from the book of Proverbs. These verses of chapter eight tell us that wisdom is an attribute of God. He is, in fact, perfect wisdom. 
The Source of All Wisdom
12 “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,
And find out knowledge and discretion. 
13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;
Pride and arrogance and the evil way
And the perverse mouth I hate.
22 “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way,
Before His works of old.
23 I have been established from everlasting,
From the beginning, before there was ever an earth.
24 When there were no depths I was brought forth,
When there were no fountains abounding with water.
25 Before the mountains were settled,
Before the hills, I was brought forth;
26 While as yet He had not made the earth or the fields,
Or the primal dust of the world.
27 When He prepared the heavens, I was there, (Proverbs 8:12-13, 22-27a, NKJV).
Although Jesus was there at the beginning, and this does allude to Him, I don’t think it is right to confuse this as somehow talking about Jesus. It may or may not be and it doesn’t really matter. What matters is that we recognize that wisdom is an attribute of God. It is part of who He is. If we want to understand Him, we seek Him and His wisdom. 
There is Protection When We Seek God’s Wisdom – when we learn God’s wisdom it results in a hedge of sorts being placed around us. It just plainly saves us from a lot of chaos, misery, and trouble in our lives.
My son, if you receive my words,
And treasure my commands within you,
2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom,
And apply your heart to understanding;
3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment,
And lift up your voice for understanding,
4 If you seek her as silver,
And search for her as for hidden treasures;
5 Then you will understand the fear of the LORD,
And find the knowledge of God.
6 For the LORD gives wisdom;
From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;
7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright;
He is a shield to those who walk uprightly;
8 He guards the paths of justice,
And preserves the way of His saints.
9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice,
Equity and every good path. (Proverbs 2:1-9, NKJV).
There is a shield to us when we walk upright. That means that there is a hedge of protection around those who walk in the Spirit. He not only guards us but He preserves us. So what is the lesson here. GET WISDOM. Seek God in all of your relationships. It is going to make your life more secure.
As I read through all of the Proverbs looking to glean wisdom concerning our relationships with others, one piece of wisdom was noticeable over all of the others. The truth is that much of our conflict is, of course, birthed in our hearts, but it makes its way to our mouths. People that just can’t shut up bring much misery, loneliness, and conflict into their lives.
Social Wisdom in Regard to Self & Others
i. Don’t be a blabbermouth – Scripture tells us that "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks".[footnoteRef:1] This means that what a person says reflects what is most prominent in their heart; essentially, people tend to talk about what is most important to them. If they only talk about themselves, their thoughts are “all about them.” [1:  This phrase is a Bible verse found in Luke 6:45, where it is used to emphasize that a person's words are a direct reflection of their character and inner motivations. ] 

It’s a good thing to guard one’s mouth. Much good can come from our words, but they are usually the cause of most of our conflict with others. One of my brothers in Christ did me a great favor years ago. While we were conversing one morning, he said, “man, you sure do love talking about yourself.” It stung and it hurt, but I received that criticism and strove to make sure that I wasn’t the center of every conversation. Don’t be a blabbermouth, and don’t blab on and on about yourself. It is bad for your soul, and it will cause others to grow very tired of listening to you.
19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking,
But he who restrains his lips is wise.
20 The tongue of the righteous is choice silver;
The heart of the wicked is worth little.
21 The lips of the righteous feed many,
But fools die for lack of wisdom. (Proverbs 10:19-21, NKJV).
13 A talebearer reveals secrets,
But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter. (Proverbs 11:13, NKJV).
23 A prudent man conceals knowledge,
But the heart of fools proclaims foolishness. (Proverbs 12:23, NKJV).
ii. God can use someone with a humble heart – He can’t use a proud heart. That is because the proud person is at the center of all of their thoughts.
2 When pride comes, then comes shame;
But with the humble is wisdom. (Proverbs 11:2, NKJV).
15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
But he who heeds counsel is wise.
16 A fool’s wrath is known at once, [fool responds hastily to an insult]
But a prudent man covers shame. (Proverbs 12:15-16, NKJV with author’s notes in brackets).
18 Pride goes before destruction,
And a haughty spirit before a fall.
19 Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly,
Than to divide the spoil with the proud. (Proverbs 16:18-19, NKJV).

iii. Be a Positive Person – Speak words of encouragement into others.

17 He who speaks truth declares righteousness,
But a false witness, deceit.
18 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword,
But the tongue of the wise promotes health. (Proverbs 12:17-18, NKJV).

3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
Keeping watch on the evil and the good.
4 A wholesome [root word “healing”] tongue is a tree of life,
But perverseness in it breaks the spirit. (Proverbs 15:3-4, NKJV).

23 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth,
And adds learning to his lips.
24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,
Sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.
25 There is a way that seems right to a man,
But its end is the way of death. (Proverbs 16:23-25, NKJV).

iv. Surround yourself with positive, kind people – avoid drama makers.
26 The righteous should choose his friends carefully,
For the way of the wicked leads them astray. (Proverbs 12:26, NKJV).
25 Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression,
But a good word makes it glad. (Proverbs 12:25, NKJV).
20 He who walks with wise men will be wise,
But the companion of fools will be destroyed. (Proverbs 13:20, NKJV).

v. Spirit-filled people are patient people. They are full of love, joy, and peace. They are not angered easily.

29 He who is slow to wrath has great understanding,
But he who is impulsive exalts folly. (Proverbs 14:29, NKJV).

A soft answer turns away wrath,
But a harsh word stirs up anger.
2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly,
But the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness. (Proverbs 15:1-2, NKJV).

18 A wrathful man stirs up strife,
But he who is slow to anger allays contention. (Proverbs 15:18, NKJV).

28 Whoever has no rule over his own spirit
Is like a city broken down, without walls. (Proverbs 25:28, NKJV).

14 The beginning of strife is like releasing water; [like a leak in a dam]
Therefore stop contention before a quarrel starts. (Proverbs 17:14, NKJV).
Let’s look at God’s Summary of a “Worthless Person.”
12 A worthless person, a wicked man,
Walks with a perverse mouth;
13 He winks with his eyes,             	/ uses any means
He shuffles his feet,			/ necessary to
He points with his fingers;		/ achieve his evil intentions
14 Perversity is in his heart,
He devises evil continually,		/ he is a schemer
He sows discord.			/ stirs up trouble 
15 Therefore his calamity shall come suddenly;	/ THIS IS HIS OUTCOME
Suddenly he shall be broken without remedy.
16 These six things the LORD hates, / THESE ARE AN ABOMINATION
Yes, seven are an abomination to]Him:
17 A proud look,
A lying tongue,
Hands that shed innocent blood,
18 A heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that are swift in running to evil,
19 A false witness who speaks lies,
And one who sows discord among brethren. (Proverbs 6:12-19, NKJV with author’s notes included after forward slash).
7 When a man’s ways please the LORD,
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. (Proverbs 16:7, NKJV).
Get your heart right, and your mouth will follow. If you get your mouth right, you’ll find peace within yourself and peace with others.
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and humility, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, even as you also were called in one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in us all. (Ephesians 4:1-6, NKJV).
You’ve got to get your heart right. There is repentance unto salvation, and there is repentance unto holiness. Maybe today it is time for one or the other or both. 
He is waiting.
Let us pray.
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