20250330 Proverbs – a Summary
It has been wonderful to look at the book of Proverbs over these last several weeks. In summary, you might remember we spent three weeks looking at what God’s wisdom is concerning wealth. Then we looked at how God’s wisdom is a handbook for our relationships with others. Then last week we talked about the importance of making wise choices. We might have knowledge of what His wisdom is, but until we adopt it into our lives it remains nothing more than knowledge. When the wisdom of God is incorporated into all facets of our life, it is life-changing. This morning we’ll wrap it all up and see if we can summarize some of what we’ve learned.
The book of Proverbs was written by King Solomon to his sons. It is an outline of pursuing a godly life through acquiring wisdom and understanding. The fool lives an unsteady life, but the wise will live a life of integrity and will have a characteristic of humilty which will smooth their way in dealing with others both on a social level and on a work level. ALL GODLY BEHAVIOR COMES OUT OF LIVING IN A SPIRITUALLY VERTICAL WAY RATHER THAN LIVING HORIZONTALLY. I’ll explain this more in the weeks and months ahead. It is something that has been impressed in my mind over the last couple of months.  Living vertically means at some level, looking to God to direct and empower all of our thoughts, words, and deeds. Living in a spiritually horizontal way means depending on circumstances and what is going on around us to control how we react or respond to circumstances in our thoughts, words, and deeds.
1. THE IMPORTANCE OF WISDOM – A life of wisdom begins with a fundamental basic understanding of Who God is and how He is sovereign and supreme in our lives. Knowledge is just knowing facts. Wisdom is the application of those facts to all of the details of life, and it is done through divine empowerment and direction. I am fond of the saying “knowledge is like understanding that a tomato is a fruit, but wisdom is understanding that you shouldn’t put it in a fruit salad.” So what is the starting point of having a life that is spiritually vertical? Solomon tells us:
10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Proverbs 9:10, NKJV).
Knowing Who God is and what He requires of us is foundational. We first must know Him before we can trust Him. Likewise, to fear God means to look upon Him with awe and respect. He is your Creator and He is sovereign in our lives whether we recognize that or not. Then faith is increased as we put our trust in Him. Proverbs 3 contains a concise path for success in one’s life. Listen to the following commands followed by the general outcome of following those commands.
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  (exercising faith where your mind and emotions meet)
And lean not on your own understanding; (choosing not to ‘walk by sight’)
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, (comprehending that He is God, and you are not)
And He shall direct your paths. (promises based on the above condition precedent)
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
Fear the LORD and depart from evil. (choosing again and again to walk in holiness)
8 It will be health to your flesh, (a promise of prosperity)
And strength to your bones.
9 Honor the LORD with your possessions, (have a right heart for sharing and giving)
And with the first fruits of all your increase; (give of your first fruits, not your left overs)
10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, (picture of abundance and the abundant life)
And your vats will overflow with new wine. (Matthew 6:33 existence)
11 My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, (God disciplines to transform us) 
Nor detest His correction; (God doesn’t discipline us to punish us)
12 For whom the LORD loves He corrects, (discipline is a sign that He loves you and me)
Just as a father the son in whom he delights. (Proverbs 3:5-12, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).

2. PRACTICAL WISDOM – God’s Word gives us beautifully detailed instructions on just about every aspect of our lives. We spent three weeks talking about work and finances because they alone comprise about 40% of the verses in the book of Proverbs. It is God’s wisdom concerning how we earn our living and what we do to serve God with the fruit of our labor. How we handle our finances reveals a lot about what is going on in our hearts. We must remember that from the overflow of our hearts comes all actions, words, and deeds in our lives.

a. Work and finances – God’s people have no room for laziness in their lives. We’re told again and again that we are to be people that are industrious people. Caution: don’t mistake “busyness” for “business.” Don’t mistake “activity” for “productivity.”

4 He who has a slack hand becomes poor, (bad management leads to poverty)
But the hand of the diligent makes rich. (wisely placed efforts)
5 He who gathers in summer is a wise son; (God’s people are planners and savers)
He who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame. (take advantage of opportunity when it presents itself) 
6Go to the ant, you sluggard! (God gives us great examples in nature)
Consider her ways and be wise,
7 Which, having no captain,
Overseer or ruler, (be self-motivated and self-starting)
8 Provides her supplies in the summer, (God’s people are savers) 
And gathers her food in the harvest. (God’s plan for our future needs)
9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? (Wake up. Don’t wait for a crisis.)
When will you rise from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to sleep— (battle your tendency to do nothing)
11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, (much of poverty is self-created)
And your need like an armed man. (Proverbs 6:4-11, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).

b. God’s wisdom in our relationships - We learned that much of our ability to mesh socially with others is accomplished in two basic ways: (1) don’t be a blabbermouth, and (2) have humility.

i. Don’t be a blabbermouth. The Bible is clear that conflict almost always comes with a lot of talking. Keep your mouth shut and much of your conflict with others will decrease.
Scripture tells us that "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks".[footnoteRef:1] This means that what a person says reflects what is most prominent in their heart; essentially, people tend to talk about what is most important to them. If they only talk about themselves, their thoughts are “all about them.” They are the most important thing in their own minds. [1:  This phrase is a Bible verse found in Luke 6:45, where it is used to emphasize that a person's words are a direct reflection of their character and inner motivations. ] 

19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, (blabbermouths create problems for themselves and others)
But he who restrains his lips is wise. (listen more than you speak)
20 The tongue of the righteous is choice silver; (be positive and speak positivity)
The heart of the wicked is worth little. (evil people are worthless to God’s Kingdom)
21 The lips of the righteous feed many, (righteous people are generous in many ways)
But fools die for lack of wisdom. (Proverbs 10:19-21, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
13 A talebearer reveals secrets, (be careful with information shared with you in confidence)
But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter. (Don’t share confidences – I have seen it destroy ministries and church relationships.) (Proverbs 11:13, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
23 A prudent man conceals knowledge, (don’t be so concerned about letting everyone know what you know)
But the heart of fools proclaims foolishness. (fools PROCLAIM their foolishness – they reveal the content of their hearts by their words) (Proverbs 12:23, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis). 
ii. 	Exercise humility. Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. Humility is thinking more of others. Humble people are so focused on serving others, they don’t think of themselves.[footnoteRef:2] In summary, think of yourself less. Don’t think less of yourself.  [2:  Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012), 149 , Day 19] 

2 When pride comes, then comes shame; (pride inevitably decays a person’s reputation)
But with the humble is wisdom. (Proverbs 11:2, with author’s notes in parenthesis). 
15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, (fools can’t see and won’t be shown the error of their ways)
But he who heeds counsel is wise. (one who attends to counsel is wise)
16 A fool’s wrath is known at once, [fool responds hastily to an insult]
But a prudent man covers shame. (Proverbs 12:15-16, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
18 Pride goes before destruction,
And a haughty spirit before a fall.
19 Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly,
Than to divide the spoil with the proud. (Proverbs 16:18-19, NKJV).
iii.	Be a Positive Person. Speak words of encouragement into others. Be courageous enough to speak the truth (very lovingly).
17 He who speaks truth declares righteousness,
But a false witness, deceit.
18 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, (don’t stomp on feelings of others)
But the tongue of the wise promotes health. (Proverbs 12:17-18, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
Keeping watch on the evil and the good.
4 A wholesome (root word “healing”) tongue is a tree of life, (be an instrument of healing)
But perverseness in it breaks the spirit. (People who have things spiritually backwards go around hurting the feelings of others.) (Proverbs 15:3-4, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).

iv.	Surround yourself with positive, kind people. Avoid drama makers.
26 The righteous should choose his friends carefully,
For the way of the wicked leads them astray. (Proverbs 12:26, NKJV).
25 Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, (cure for anxiety is trust in God, see 1 Peter 5:7)
But a good word makes it glad. (Proverbs 12:25, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, (walk with the wise, not with fools)
But the companion of fools will be destroyed. (Proverbs 13:20, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
v.	Spirit-filled people are patient people. They are full of love, joy, and peace. They are not angered easily.
29 He who is slow to wrath has great understanding, (God’s people are not hotheads)
But he who is impulsive exalts folly. (fools react – instead respond) (Proverbs 14:29, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
A soft answer turns away wrath, (turn down the volume – don’t heat it up)
But a harsh word stirs up anger. (harsh words are not God words)
2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, (use your knowledge to do good)
But the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness. (Proverbs 15:1-2, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).

18 A wrathful man stirs up strife, (people not controlled by the Spirit stir things up – they are always at odds with someone)
But he who is slow to anger allays contention. (Proverbs 15:18, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).

28 Whoever has no rule over his own spirit 
[bookmark: _Hlk194070940]Is like a city broken down, without walls. (people who engage in conflict with others or people who hold a grudge are like a city with no walls-SUPER VULNERABLE) (Proverbs 25:28, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).

CONTROL STRIFE FROM THE OUTSET – BE QUICK TO FORGIVE AND MAKE AMENDS
14 The beginning of strife is like releasing water; (like a leak in a dam)
Therefore, stop contention before a quarrel starts. (Proverbs 17:14, NKJV with author’s notes in parenthesis).
vi. What God Hates the Most
16 These six things the LORD hates, / THESE ARE AN ABOMINATION
Yes, seven are an abomination to]Him:
17 A proud look,
A lying tongue,
Hands that shed innocent blood,
18 A heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that are swift in running to evil,
19 A false witness who speaks lies,
And one who sows discord among brethren. (Proverbs 6:12-19, NKJV with author’s notes included after forward slash).
7 When a man’s ways please the LORD,
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. (Proverbs 16:7, NKJV).
Get your heart right, and your mouth will follow. If you get your mouth right, you’ll find peace within yourself and peace with others.
3. IN THE END IT’S ALL ABOUT CHOICES (JOSHUA 24:15) – You have an opportunity to choose to acquire God’s wisdom and to apply it to your life through the direction and power of the Holy Spirit, but it takes total surrender. You need to be able to say: “God show me your way. Direct my way. Give me the power and the strength to do what you desire for my life.”  You must ask that the Holy Spirit reveal to you the weak links in your life. He will do it. If it doesn’t look like Jesus, then it’s in the way.

4. ENACTING THESE STEPS AND CHANGES INTO YOUR LIFE.
It starts with coming to know Him. If you do not know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, that is the place to start. Because when you receive him, you receive the deposit and guarantee of all of your inheritances. This includes your identity in Christ. 
If you try to do these things on your own, you’ll just get caught up in a lot of rule-keeping that will end in frustration and failure. Don’t go there. 
ASK GOD TO REVEAL IT TO YOU – THEN ASK HIM TO DO A WORK IN YOU – THEN BE READY TO LET HIM CHANGE YOU AND DO THAT WORK – STAY OUT OF THE WAY.
17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as [f]the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:17-24 NKJV).
Let us pray.
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