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’ Torah principles when he told his audience how to live. He tells
JUSTICE them and us God's will for men on earth. "He has shown you oh man
7-‘ y what is good, and what does the Lord require of thee, but to do

- justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God." (Micah

ﬂ-‘j j 6:8) At Mount Sinai God called the Jewish people to be holy and set
)

7 _‘ r Approximately 2750 years ago, the Jewish Prophet Micah restated

apart. They were to work in partnership with God creating justice for
st iUL\OU all in this new Promised Land. The Israelites are now sitting on the

banks of the Jordan looking over into the Promised Land. In this

portion God tells them to appoint judges and police officers so that
they'll be able to administer justice when they've crossed over into the land. The entire
portion deals with judges, officers, legal decisions, limits on royal authority, cities of
refuge (for involuntary manslaughter), laws concerning witnesses, rules of warfare, and
pre-meditated murder. Why is justice so near to the heart of God? What is justice and
how do we pursue justice in society as well as in our individual lives? Open your Bibles

this morning to Deuteronomy 16:18 and let's read through verse 20.

18 “You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the
LorD your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the
people with righteous judgment.

19  “You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the
righteous.

20  “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, that you may live and possess the land
which the LorD your God is giving you.?

God's final words in this brief introduction are “Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof — which we have
rendered in English to be "Justice, justice you shall pursue, that you may live, and inherit

the land which the Lord your God gave you." (Deuteronomy 16:18).”

1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Dt 16:18-20). LaHabra, CA: The
Lockman Foundation.
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Why is the word "justice” repeated twice? Could it be to emphasize the importance of
justice, or might it be telling us that even in a system of justice we should make sure that
those seeking justice act justly in how they do it? Or maybe it could mean that justice
should be applied to all equally meaning something like "equal justice under the law".

Whatever may be the exact meaning, it does tell us that God is very interested in "justice"
and how it is a basis for the standard by which God measures our relationship with Him
as well as our relationship with each other.

ol St,ugg,époh tics g Let's go back to our text and look at verse 18 again. | think it
;ﬁ‘hgstlggeﬂhgflmggjg is important to understand that the administration of justice is
§ wm, ';igo;gsag a matter of divine authority. God told Moses to set up a

C ELEE88.55 2  system of judges and law enforcement. The airwaves and TV
;%?&" epuiss ¥ Judge: : .
3 ‘“m fs uw  are full today with people spewing hatred at the police and
civil authority and law. | watched a video this week on
Baiening ustioe Evisc Youtube where a young college student is screaming for
208 "justice” when | think she really knows little about justice. |

say this because she was yelling at anyone who disagreed with her and she was being
physically violent against innocent people. What in the world is happening in America?

Part of the problem is that in the 1960's American society decided to remove Judeo-
Christian principles from the bedrock of American society. Then, NOTHING was put in
their place. Hence, young people who are now devoid of any system of values are
searching feverously for something of meaning, something real. They are looking for a
bedrock upon which to stand. Sadly, when Christian values were removed from the
public arena, public schools, etc., not even something as fundamentally western as the 4
Greek values were put in their place.?

Somewhere along the way these misguided
individuals have been told that the problem is
"authority". In wanting to pursue "good" they have
turned to evil. These are people who were never
taught to respect anything or anybody beyond
themselves. They are engaged in self-worship and
: worship of hollow ideas and empty principles. The
KKK and Neo-Nazis are patently evil, but these other groups also have hollow ideals.
Let's see what the Torah tells us today about the rule of law.

First, this text shows us that God has ordained systems of justice that
involve policing and law enforcement. Interestingly however the text
tell us that God wills for those in authority to rule with "righteous™
‘ judgment. But what is righteous judgment? Well, verse 19 pretty
much spells out how "righteous judgment™ looks.

2 Wisdom, Courage, Moderation, and Justice - http://classroom.synonym.com/virtues-were-
important-ancient-greeks-8057.html



The text demands that “You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you
shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the
righteous.” God is saying that a real judge, a godly judge must not be partial. We often
call that "blind justice™ A judge must not give face panayim one over another. In today's
context this would mean that a righteous judge must not give preference to one in front of
him that he or she might know. If a judge is close friends for example with one of the
two attorneys presenting a dispute before him, that judge must not favor the friend. If he
or she does, they are in violation of God's order of justice.

Furthermore, the judge must not allow himself or

“The most herself to be "bought off" by not only money, but
sacred of the —— by anything (campaign support, status, familiarity,
duties of a ' friendship) in such a way to rule in favor of the
government is | o person providing something of value (often not
to do equal and b 4 material things) to that judge. If that judge favors
impartial justice = g G the one he or she knows, that judge rules in a
to all citizens” distorted way. It is unjust and unrighteous in
= God's eyes. The last part of the verse tells us the
iR problem. ANY influence will cause that judge to

be blinded in wisdom and perverted in their
words. It will color the outcome and will be prejudicial denying true justice.

We now get to verse 20 which says in English "Justice Justice you shall pursue, so that
you might dwell in the land. This is where English translations fail the reader. "Justice"
is phrased with differing words in Hebrew. This is why it is so important to understand
just a little bit of Hebrew. It is the language that God created and that He used to express
what He wants to say. We struggle with English because it is a new language and we
lose much when we fail to look at the underlying text. | do not want to make this a
grammar lesson, but | want to explain a little of what I'm talking about so that you and |
might be able to better understand what God expects of society and each of us concerning
"justice™.

The word "justice” occurs in the Old
RCROEERIOERIEUERSY  Testament many more times than in
EU BV CR-EIsNEN  the New Testament. However, there
SRR I dle Y are two Hebrew words that are

N — translated as "ju_stice" b_ut they
actually have slightly different
~ Psaim 33:5 meanings. One word is mishpat

which means a "judgment”. In other
words, it is a judgment like a decision or a verdict in a courtroom. However the other
word used in Hebrew that is translated in English as "justice" is the word tzedek. You
know this word for example in the name "Melchizedek™ which means melek tzedek or
"Righteous King". Some of the older folks in here will remember the Jewish singer
named Neil Sedaka whose name also meant "righteous”. So you might be wondering at
this point why this word study matters.



| believe it matters because real justice cannot be achieved without righteousness. They
fit together like a hand in a glove. In fact when Moses sums it all up in verse twenty
what he is really saying in Hebrew is, "RIGHTEOUSNESS RIGHTEOUSNESS
PURSUE IT!" He explains that the society to be established there in the Promised Land
must have this component “that you may live and possess the land which the LORD your
God is giving you." So what does this really look like and how do we achieve it.

My father used to tell me that "justice

i) A ,n 0,0 had little to do with what goes on in a
I. J || u W J |jr'ﬁ courtroom". He told me that "Justice"
Y L i - .

in the Greek sense simply means
"doing right by others". Jesus boiled it

Treat OtherS the way down for us in what my generation and

generations before me called THE
You want to be treated GOLDEN RULE. Unfor_tunatgly most
* | of the young people hearing this
sermon this morning have never even
heard of the Golden Rule. In the Gospel of Luke Chapter 6, Jesus gave a powerful
sermon that we now call "The Sermon on the Mount". In the sermon He said, "Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you.” (Luke 6:31) Maybe it's easier to
understand it as it's translated in the NASB, "3! Treat others the same way you want them
to treat you." This is not a suggestion. These are the words of Jesus instructing us how

to live. Wouldn't the current world be a better place if folks would just listen to what
Jesus says and do it?

In these passages in the New Testament we don't of course have those Hebrew words, but
the words dikaios and dikaiosune are used. Once again, just like in Hebrew, these two words end
up being translated as either justice or righteous. So in the same Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
could be saying, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness & justice, for they
will be filled.” “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of justice & righteousness for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ”  So what is God trying to tell us through these seemingly
confusing dual translations of words? How do we apply this to our lives?

_ I think that when understood
R R CA N ’ fully, righteousness and justice mean something very
s il similar. If we are living "right by others™ (as my father

!mce explained the meaning of justice) that will lead us to the
o —lal pursuit of real justice. The pursuit of justice must be

Ri gh teousne ss accompanied by righteous living and by righteousness, or

justice cannot exist. They both are reflective of the

character of God, and they are both dependent on each

Qlidom in te

Fewad, other. Jesus has come to make us righteous before God (2
Cor 2:15), and Jesus has come to call us to righteous living.
Common NN S cowisdoan cony Jesus has come to satisfy the justice of God, and Jesus has
come to call us to do our part in trying our best to bring




about a just society. As | said before the two go hand in hand.® So how do we summarize all of
this Torah portion this morning? How do we apply it to our lives?

1 Realize Good and Evil exist in the world. (Romans 12:21)

2 Civil authority is established by God. Start with the presumption that civil
authority (judges, police, etc) are on the side of good.

3 If civil authority deviates from the side of good we must each do our part to hold
civil authority accountable. This means we vote and/or speak out against bad
government. Wrong-doing would include: partiality in courts, police brutality, bribes, etc

4 Understand that just because there are two sides to a civil conflict it doesn't
necessarily mean there is a good side and a bad side. They both may be bad (ex.
Nazism, KKK, and Antifa/Anarchists) as we saw in Charlottesville, Virginia last week.

5 Anarchists recognize no legitimate civil authority. Hence they are anti-Torah;
they are anti God. (ex. Antifa espouses communistic ideals that have historically proven
to deprive citizenry of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.) Anarchists never spell
out what system would replace what they protest against.

6 Practice Justice and Righteousness in your own life. Do right by others.
Obey the 10 Commandments. Practice the Golden Rule: Treat others like you want to
be treated. In doing so, you'll come very near to the heart of God.

Remember the words of Micah the Prophet? He has shown you oh man what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you? To do justice, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with your God." It can all be summed up by what we read in the Gospel account
of St. Matthew:

Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question,
tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great

said 2™

s heart sot 3, commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love
- Great a the Lord_thy Go_d \_/vith aII_thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
Commé'hdment all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On
O rou shall £ O these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

— Matthew 22:35-40

Let us Pray
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